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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1.1 BACKGROUND 
Nowadays, Information Technology or IT has enabled information to be captured, 
transmitted, stored, retrieved, manipulated or displayed (Altar 1996) via a computer 
that is linked to the Internet. Not just that, mobile computer and telephone also can 
retrieve the information as the technology becomes more sophisticated from time to 
time. Information can be in many forms such as text, image or sound. Advance in 
information technology has made it possible for a wide range of text-based 
information to be searched and retrieved online, iocally or from remote hosts. More 
modem as well as historical or classical texts are scanned and stored in databases 
ready to be used for text retrieval systems. This has led to the increase in the number 
of new researchers into the area of information retrieval. 
Information retrieval is a study on how to determine and retrieve from a 
corpus of stored information, the part that is relevant to particular information needs 
(van Rijsbergen 1979). The main function of information retrieval system is to 
provide the user with tools to perform searching effectively and efficiently. 
Hadith has 1744 verses and it is the words of wisdom from our Prophet 
Muhammad s.a.w. Each verse describes the Islamic rules and prays, tauhid and the 
past and future stories as guidance to mankind. The hadith are collections in the 
form of texts captured from Sakhr (1996).Every Muslim must refer to Hadith and 
sunnah in whatever activity in their life. As the technology developed, an effort to 
accommodate Muslim needs should be done. 
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